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Acts 2:42-47     Closing Service / SSUC Tarragindi / 14 February 2021 

COMMUNITY IN CHRIST 
 
SONG: God welcomes all 
 
Well, what was I thinking when I suggested some time back that today, 14 February be the service the 
marks both the close of ministry at SSUC and WHT before that … and my moving to retirement from full-
time ministry? 
 
And you know what? David MacGregor, last of the great romantics gets to preach on Valentine’s Day of all 
days …the day (if anyone really cares about this bit) that honours this 3rd century Christian pastor who 
ministered to persecuted Christians.   He was martyred for his faith we believe, around age 42. St 
Valentine, patron saint of love. 
 
I’ve been given the opportunity of choosing my theme and scripture foci for this morning.  And yes, rising 
to the occasion, I plan to … that’s right … preach on love too! 
 
Love? 
 
Yes, Love … love for God and neighbour … as we find it in the earliest account of the Christian church’s life 
together … in Acts 2:42-27. 
 
The life of the Christian church at its most foundational was … and continues to be founded on love … 
God’s love … as it embraces us through God’s grace in Jesus Christ. 
 
Right upfront, in this final opportunity to share with you, I call each one of us … each one of you to 
continue to be authentic expressions of community … not any sort of community but intentional 
community … Christian community … community in Christ. 
 
That last bit is important; two sides of the same coin always to be seen together. 
Early on in his classic little book on what it means to be church – Life Together – Dietrich Bonhoeffer, like 
Valentine also martyred for his faith, says this: 
 

Christianity means community through Jesus Christ and in Jesus Christ. No Christian community is 
more or less than this. Whether it be a brief, single encounter or the daily fellowship of years, 
Christian community is only this. We belong to one another only through and in Jesus Christ.  

 
In a moment Sarah will bring us today’s key Bible reading from the final 6 verses of the Second Chapter of 
Acts, but firstly, via Saddleback Kids, let’s recap and catch a glimpse of today’s reading. 
 
VIDEO: SADDLEBACK KIDS  God sends the Holy Spirit  
  
ACTS 2:42-47 
 
NT (Tom) Wright says that Luke, the writer of Luke-Acts quickly lays down  ‘the four marks of the church’.  

1. The apostles’ teaching;  
2. the common life … the shared of those who believed;  
3. the breaking of bread;  
4. and the prayers.  
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Friends, these four markers … these four expressions go together … there is no true community in Christ 
without these … working together for God’s Kingdom, for God’s glory. 
 
NT (Tom Wright) marvels at these four markers …  
 

But imagine a world without this astonishing teaching!  
Imagine a society where there was no ‘common life’ built around a shared belief in Jesus! Imagine a 
world without ‘the bread-breaking’, or a world without prayer! … 
 
And if you lived in such a world, and then suddenly found yourself swept up in this pattern of 
teaching, fellowship, bread-breaking and prayer, you would know that new dimensions had opened 
up before you, and new vistas of how the world might be had suddenly become visible. You would 
be awestruck.  
 

Two important Greek words explain their life together. 
1. Koinonia … fellowship, community in Christ 
2. Agape … love … love that is all-giving, all-serving, all-sharing … exemplified by Christ’s action on the 

Cross. 
 
Down the centuries, Christians have responded to this short passage in various ways: 
 

1. This unquestionably is what our life in Christ must always not only aspire to … but to be … in all of 
its dimensions 

2. On the other hand, something  very 1st century – in the wake of Christ’s coming, living, dying and 
rising and Spirit-sending. We take our impetus, our aspiration from it, but leave it at that. It’s a 
template for 1st century church, not the 21st. 

 
You see, it’s verses 43-45 (on screen) that challenge Christians … and quite possibly challenge many of us. 
We ask: How am I to read, discern and respond to verses like these! Miracles. Selling everything we have 
and giving it all to the poor? Really? Is that us? Should miracles … selling all we have characterise Christian 
life today? 

For me, it’s option #1. Yes, miracles … absolutely. As God makes possible,  miracles continue to this day, 
lives are turned around, communities, troubled souls are transformed. People finding themselves coming 
together. Reconciliation never thought possible happening. And yes, in God’s strange timing, people being 
healed in body, mind or spirit. 

The chief challenge of the passage, however, clearly comes in verses 44-45. The members of the 
community sold their possessions, held all things jointly, and distributed to others as there was need. 
Ought all Christians to follow this example? 

Is this what our common life should be about? Why … we of faith believe that ultimately that as the 
Psalmist says, “The earth is the Lord and everything in it.” God calls us to be people abounding in grace 
upon grace, generosity upon generosity. 

I love Tom Wright’s reflection on this … 

When Jesus’ followers behave like this, they sometimes find, to their surprise, that they have a new 
spring in their step. There is an attractiveness, an energy about a life in which we stop clinging on to 
everything we can get and start sharing it, giving it away, celebrating God’s generosity by being 
generous ourselves. And that attractiveness is one of the things that draws other people in.  
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They were praising God, says Luke (verse 47), and stood in favour with the people; and day by day 
the Lord was adding to their number those who were being rescued. Of course they were, and of 
course he did. That’s how it works.  

 
We’re about to check out a video I shared here at Tarragindi back in 2017. It works so well with our reading 
… our theme . 
 
VIDEO – CANADA 150th – EAT TOGETHER https://youtu.be/yLsSy64xILI 
 
What sort of church … what sort of people … does GOD call us … SSUC to be … into 2021 and beyond? You 
see, it’s not who we want to be.  
 
No … it’s what God in Christ wants us, calls-us, equips us, forms us, excites us , Spirit-gifts us to be 
 
It’s about finding our life together in God, through Jesus Christ. It’s about looking beyond ourselves to our 
neighbour, into the community, about encountering Christ as we do. 
 
Friends, Tarragindi, Southside, whoever, where, however you find your self right this moment, be the 
church that yes – eats together, that breaks bread together  
 
That opens God’s fresh Word through the scriptures together 
That shares the common life … open, welcoming to all … in agape love … together 
That prays, seeks, discerns, contemplates together 
That makes disciples together, always looking outward 
That finds its faith, hope and love; its way, truth and life in the living, dying, risen Christ … together!! 
 
Southside friends, especially those of us here at Tarragindi, you have blessed me, blessed each other, 
blessed our community, brought a smile to the face of God by in so many ways being that church – not 
perfectly – no stoked egos here – but blessing all the same.  
 
You’ve reminded me again and again what being community in Christ is all about. Bless you for that. I am 
not the same because of the UC community of Christ at Tarragindi. 
 
Acts 2:47 reminds us: 

(They were) all the while praising God and enjoying the goodwill of all the people. And each day the 
Lord added to their fellowship those who were being saved. 

 
May we … you and I … wherever we find ourselves down the road, let’s  

• travel light 

• let’s each new day be open to our Creator God’s new thing among us 

• Let’s  continue to be empowered by our life deep in Christ and the Spirit,   

• may we delight in being that sort of outreaching, inviting, welcoming people.  
 
God be the glory. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/yLsSy64xILI
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Come What May (Leaving Song) 
 
In the comings 
In the goings 
On the highways, byways  
You’re there 
In the laughing 
In the weeping 
The delighting 
God, You’re there  
 
So, then, come what may 
I will sing in praise 
Lift my hands in joy to God 
God , my hope, my light 
My Love, my life 
You are with me 
Always, for all time 
I am with You 
Always, for all time 
 
Past behind us 
Christ before us 
Jesus hold us 
On the way 
As we journey 
in your Spirit 
Ever fruitful 
Your Kingdom way  
 
So, then, come what may 
I will sing in praise 
Lift my hands in joy to God 
God , my hope, my light 
My love, my life 
You are with me 
Always, for all time 
You are with me 
Always, for all time 
I am with You 
Always, for all time 
 
David MacGregor  
© 2021 Willow Publishing 
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