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Matthew 28:1-10  
+ GO - TELL - LIVE 

Easter Day is God’s emphatic “Yes!”.  God’s emphatic “Yes” for all time. 
 
You see, Easter is when God refuses to take “No” for an answer.  
Death. Finality.  The big full stop … once for all … that’s it?  No way! 

When all the powers of this world say, “No"; 
When all the hopes and dreams of the followers Jesus leave behind seemingly ends 
in “No”, God turns it all around.  

God turns it all around with a resounding acclamation of “Yes!”. 
Through an empty tomb. 
Through the risen Jesus Christ. 
 
You see, the Easter story is a story of God’s “Yes” in the face of all in this world that 
denies, that impoverishes, that knocks down, the strikes out, that strikes down, that 
denigrates, that ridicules, that shackles. 

In the Easter event, "God has vindicated Jesus, said 'Yes' to Jesus and 'No' to the 
powers that killed him”.   It’s God’s “No” to letting death set the terms. Resurrection 1

is predicated on the fact that death is real, it’s ugly, it’s brutal, it’s the Last Enemy - 
as the apostle Paul describes it. 
 
Resurrection is a counter message to the reality of death.  Jesus dies.  “He was 
dead.  All of Jesus.  "The monitors have gone off.  The ICU beep-beep-beep has 
stopped,” is how one commentator perhaps too-graphically reflects on all this. 
 
Yes, death is real, but no - it’s not final. Yet Jesus enters fully into that reality … 
which is key to the message of Good Friday … of the Cross. 
 
But as said before - God will not take “No” for an answer. Deep in the heart of 
Easter Day’s message is that death does not … and will not have the final word - 
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God is God of the future … God is ultimately about life. Christ is risen.  He is risen 
indeed. In the empty tomb of EASTER Day ... love wins ... life wins ... over  anything 
and everything sin and death would mount. 

Matthew’s resurrection account has drama front and centre.  It's all there: 

• earthquakes 
• angels coming from the heavens and sitting atop tombstones 
• guards are freaked out of their Roman socks and according to the text, become 

"like dead men" 
• lots of running at fast pace. 

Imagine what Hollywood could make of it? And have! 

It's been said that you can't have Good Friday without EASTER Day; just like you 
can't have EASTER Day without Good Friday. 
  
Easter Day is God’s supreme answer to the shock of Good Friday; the “No … this is 
it” of Good Friday.  It’s God’s most emphatic “Yes!”.  If God was into fist-pumping 
(just to be a bit frivolous) God would be fist-pumping here better than any fist-pump 
Lleyton Hewitt or Mitchell Johnson have ever done! 

Matthew doesn’t go into much detail about what happens as the two Mary’s 
encounter their risen Lord.  

What we do know - amid wildly fluctuating emotions of fear (can you blame them?) 
and joy - is what happens when they encounter that amazing good news message 
that Christ is risen. 

You see, the message of Easter is that God has freed Jesus from death and now 
sends Christ ahead of us as we bring God’s Easter message of new life, to the 
world. 

+ Verse 7: Hurry, go tell 

Verse 8: with great fear and excitement, they hurried away from the tomb and ran to 
tell the disciples 
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And what happens as they obey, as they go (and at fast pace) and as they tell? Yes, 
they discover ... they meet ... they experience the risen Christ. 

There, as they grasp Jesus feet, they worship him. How incredibly tactile. This 
Jesus, though different from pre-resurrection is no ghost, no hallucination, as some 
would suggest. No - Jesus is alive and fully present. As present ... in living presence 
... as Christ could surely be! 

And so it is that these two Mary’s are commissioned for ministry - the first bearers of 
the good news that Christ is risen, and risen indeed. The first evangelists! The first 
Christian missionaries. 

Their assignment - it's no different to ours - here in leafy Tarragindi on a 2015 
autumn morning - we who as disciples affirm that Jesus lives; that Jesus is Lord!  

Their assignment - go - tell! And as you go; as you will tell, others will see me - will 
experience me - will find life, new life in all its fullness in me too. 

+ Where do we see Jesus? It's as we journey, it's as we walk with Christ, it's as we 
travel the way with Christ, continuing that pilgrimage of discipleship. The joy - the 
Easter joy - is in the journey. 

Perhaps for you there has been that significant time when you’ve taken up for 
yourself, that go/tell/believe message first heard by the two Mary’s.You know - when 
you have launched out, obeyed Jesus, and done what he commanded you - amid 
the doubts, even when you couldn’t fully understand what he was doing through you 
- you discovered the risen Christ there to meet you. 
 
I reflect on saying “goodbye” to an enriching 12 years of primary school teaching 
back in 1987, and with Dale and a barely year-old first son, Joel — moving from our 
in-many-ways-idyllic Lowood acreage to begin working in children’s, youth and adult 
education fulltime at Sunnybank Uniting - that was one such experience.   

It defied all human, self-sufficiency, plan-for-your-future logic -to leave it all behind, 
yet that was where and with whom God was calling us.  So we went - we told - we 
experienced by the Holy Spirit, the risen and present Christ along the way. 
 
William Willimon shares the story of someone who was asked to serve her church 
by working with the youth of her church. She thought the idea completely absurd.  
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She had no experience in working with young people. She suspected that she had 
few talents for this sort of ministry. But she prayed about it and decided to overcome 
her doubts and her fears and do the best she could to work with the youth. 

Well, ten years on, that youth ministry had become legendary, life-changing, 
transformative all over her town, as being a model of how youth ministry ought to be 
done.  

“Funny,” she said to Willimon, “those kids have strengthened my faith. They have 
revealed Jesus to me in ways that I could never have imagined. I have more faith 

now than I did at the beginning. + I simply went, did as I was told, and on my way, I 
discovered the Jesus I never knew.”  2

“I simply went, did as I was told, and on my way, I discovered the Jesus I never 
knew.”  

Friends, this day, I pray with joy in your heart, a spring in your step, (a smile on your 
dial), the Spirit of the living Christ burning within you, that today will be indeed a 
fresh encounter of the risen Christ; and - that in faith … you will go … you will 
tell ... + that Christ is risen. He is risen indeed! 

+ VIDEO: BEGIN AGAIN 
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