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John 20:1-18 
Resurrection evidence 
 
* Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed! 

 
I’ve had a quite unhealthy sort of week, this past one. The sickest I’ve been for 
some time.   Many of you saw me at my unhealthiest.  Not pretty. 
 
I found myself reflecting how -while totally unplanned of course, my frailty and 
weakness offered me this strange and ironic connection to the events of this past 
week leading up to Christ's dying and rising.   Christ in all his brokenness dies for 
the brokenness and sinfulness of the world, yet rises to new life and victory over 
suffering, pain and death. 
 
Nothing much was coming together for me in gathering thoughts for today until I 
took a fresh look at our church’s Easter Card theme for 2014.   
 
You’ve seen it. Many of you have delivered them.  

*On one side, a bare egg, with the caption:  
Life all it’s cracked up to be?  On the other,  
New life begins at Easter. 
 
That brought to mind a children’s song I wrote way back in the early 1980s - In 
Easter Time. I haven’t visited that song since then. But I sensed God bringing to my 
active thinking the last two lines of each verse.  * These words: 
All that's alive in Jesus loving us 
Breaks out in Easter time  
 
I thought to myself - that’s it! Jesus’ love for the world was not somehow confined to 
30 or so years in some backwoods Middle-Eastern part of a mighty Roman empire. 
Wonderful for those welcomed, included, healed, affirmed, reenergized, blessed 
back then - but then - he’s crucified.  Is that the end? Now what? 
We gather today to affirm that Christ is risen.   
He is risen indeed! 
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A guarded tomb could not hold Jesus back. The might of the Roman army … the 
fervour of Jewish officialdom could not hold him back.  All the subversive and 
sinister power of sin, evil and death could not hold Jesus back. 
 
As that young chicken cannot stay in that egg any longer, the egg cracks open, and 
the chicken bursts out … so it is that Christ emerges victorious from the tomb. 
All that's alive in Jesus loving us 
Breaks out in at Easter time 
 
Listen to our UC Moderator Rev Kaye Ronalds reflect on this a bit … 

*VIDEO 
 

*Yes - at Easter, life begins again. 
 
At Easter life begins again for you and me. Some of us recently shared in a Lent 
Bible study series: With You Always.  
 
In the last study - a resurrection study, the writer Rev Dr Robert Bos reminded us 
that nowhere in any of the four gospels is the actual resurrection of Christ described. 
It just isn’t. The New Testament is silent at that point. 
 
Bos makes this point: the emphasis is much more on the effect of the resurrection 
on the first followers of Jesus, on how the risen Jesus impacts their life.  That’s 
what’s important! 
 
That’s the witness of the early church - that Jesus is alive.  How is he alive? That’s 
beside the point. 
 

*The resurrection of Jesus Christ is about transformation.  About contrasts. 

Take our gospel reading today. Contrasts abound. We were left with a body in 
a tomb, but now find that the stone has been removed. One disciple runs fast, 
the other is slower; one enters with irrepressible curiosity, the other hesitates 
on the brink of faith.  
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They do not know or understand, but they come to see and believe.  
 
Contrasts. Transformation.  
 
For Mary, an apparent stranger - the gardener(?) turns out to be a beloved 
teacher who speaks her name, and her grief and sorrow turns to amazement 
and joy. 
 
People - touched by the power, the life-giving good news that is Jesus Christ.   
 
Where are you on that grief-to-joy spectrum?  
 
Is life for you all it’s cracked up to be? Only you can answer that. 
 

*So let me ask another question: how does the resurrection of Christ impact 
your life? 
 
Is the risen Chris a living, breathing, shell-cracking reality for you? 
 
Are you walking in the reality of an empty tomb, the reality of a new day, an 
Easter Day that proclaims to the world: death, sorrow, hopelessness, sadness, 
fear, mourning will not  and does not have the final say.   
Friday is not the end. 
 
We - all of us who affirm that Jesus is alive -by his Spirit with us forever - we 
are Easter people.  
 
We have a power, a hope, a promise, a joy, a future, a life within us that 
shouts to the world that light follows darkness, that joy follows tears, that hope 
follows despair, that life follows death. 
 
The reality and truth of the resurrection is not found ultimately in deep 
theological discourse and debate - though there’s always a place for that. 
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No, as Diana Butler Bass reminds us,  
 
The resurrection is not an intellectual puzzle. Rather, it is a living 
theological reality, a distant event with continuing spiritual, human, and 
social consequences.  
The evidence for the resurrection is all around us. Not in some ancient text, 
Jesus bones, or a DNA sample.  
Rather, the historical evidence for the resurrection is Jesus living in us; it is 
the transformative power of the Holy Spirit, bringing back to life that which 
was dead. We are the evidence.1 

 
Jesus living in us. 
 
Butler Bass tells the story of a woman she encountered while serving in a 
church in Washington, D.C.. This woman was homeless for 15 years. 

 
Several years ago, she came to Epiphany Church and was welcomed by 
the congregation's ministry to homeless people. "It was the first time," she 
told me, "that I came into a church and no one looked at me as if I was 
going to steal something."  
Epiphany's people respected her humanity, fed her, listened to her, and 
helped her – all in the name and power of Jesus.  
 
Eventually, she moved off the street into Section 8 housing, secured both 
work and support, and pulled her life together. An active member of 
Epiphany, she helps run the homeless ministry, serves as a Sunday reader, 
and usher. 
 
When I see her on Sunday, she is a living, breathing, historical witness that 
the resurrection is true. 
 

“I believe the resurrection”, says Butler-Bass. “I've seen it too many times not 

to.” 2And to that I want to say, “Amen!” 
 

                                                
1 Diana Butler Bass, Believing the Resurrection, as accessed in: http://sojo.net/preaching-the-word/believing-resurrection?parent=41107    16 April 2014. 
2 Bass 
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I suspect you will too. This Easter Sunday, consider all the resurrections you 
have seen.  If you’re like me, they won’t be only stories of homeless people 
who find their home in the risen Christ. They will be stories of your own life, of 
the many emotional and spiritual deaths and rebirths – of all the times you 
thought God had deserted you only to discover that God was finding you 
anew.  
 
The resurrection … is the continuing, transforming power of God to bring back 
from death all that was lost – that ever-renewing love at work changing 
ourselves, our communities, and our world. 
 
All that's alive in Jesus loving us 
Breaks out in Easter time 
 
New life begins at Easter time. 
The reminders - certainly: every example of lush green vegetation - fresh shoots of 
growth from the ground; every new-born chick released from “egg-tombment”; every 
new sunrise flooding our faces with the light of the new day. 
 

* The most powerful reminder though. It’s when we who know the reality of the risen 
Christ for ourselves, we share that breaking-out transforming love with and beyond 
all whose paths intersect ours. We are the evidence. 
 

* It’s when people see in us that love wins … that life wins … that Christ is Victor … 
that … 
All that's alive in Jesus loving us 
Breaks out in at Easter time. 

 

*Friends, this day we affirm that Christ is risen.  That this is not the end.  That he is 

risen indeed … and has appeared not only to Peter, but to ________, ________, 
________, ________ 
 

*Video: NOT THE END - SUNDAY 


